
Second Order Concepts

Second-order concepts: these shape the key questions asked in a subject and 
organise the subject knowledge. 

Key Concepts (Big Ideas)
Key concepts identify the content or focus areas of 

study

Isolated facts that can have no 
organisational basis or links

Knowledge organised in a 
meaningful way - memories 

(emotional), concepts, 
knowledge

Information Schema

Democracy 

When people have a say or vote for 
who they would like to run their 

country. 

Conflict 

A serious disagreement or argument 
which usually results in fighting or 
war. 

Faith 

To believe or trust in a God or 
many Gods. 

Legacy 

Something that is passed down from 
one period of time to another.

Propaganda 

Communication (words, images, films 
etc) used to influence or persuade an 

audience.

Settlements 

A place where a group of people 
decide to live or gather together.

Monarchy 

A King or Queen that is in charge of a 
country

Trade 

Buying, selling or swapping goods 
between people.

Empire 

When different people or countries 
are ruled by one person or country.

Invasion 

An army entering another country by 
force in order to take control of it.

‘The kinds of questions Historians ask’

Similarity and difference 
Was it the same for everyone? 
Who was it different for? 
Was it the same for everyone?

Change and continuity 
What key things changed in this 

period of history? 
What remains from this period of 

history today?

Cause and consequence 
Why did this happen? 
What was the result of this happening?

Historical interpretation 
What did this person think? 

Why did this person think that? 
What do other people think that is the 

same / different? 
Historical significance 
What changed as a result of this? 
Why was this person important / significant? 
Why was this event important / significant?

Sources and evidence 
What or where is the evidence for this? 

How do people know this? 
What can this source tell me? 

Can I trust this source?

Chronology 
When did it happen? 
How long did it take? 
Which period of history came before? 
Which period(s) of history came after?


