
Second Order Concepts

Second-order concepts: these shape the key questions asked in a subject and 
organise the subject knowledge. 

Key Concepts (Big Ideas)
Key concepts identify the content or focus areas of study

Isolated facts that can have no 
organisational basis or links

Knowledge organised in a 
meaningful way - memories 

(emotional), concepts, 
knowledge

Information Schema
‘The kinds of questions a Geographer asks’

Human Features 
How was it built? 
Who developed it? 
Is it the only one of its kind? 
Why was it created?

Distribution 
Why is this in this location? 
Its it in other regions too? 

What  are the similarities and differences 
between these? 

What do you notice?

Interdependence 
How do elements of the environment interact 

with each other? 
Do they help? Or hinder ? 

Could this be successful in an alternative 
environment? 

Physical Environment 
What features are there? 
Where are the most significant physical 
features? 

Change and Sustainability 
What causes a change in the environment? 

Is the change slow or rapid? 
Can the  changes be changed, reversed, slowed down? 

How sustainable is a resource? 
What alternatives could there be?

Space and Scale 
How far is it? 
How high is it? 
How long its it? 
What area does it cover?

Settlements 

A place where a group of people 
decide to live or gather together.

Trade 

Buying, selling or swapping goods 
between people or countries.

Disaster 

A major natural or man-made 
occurrence that causes widespread 
disruption to a region and/or a 
community. 

Climate 

The average weather conditions in a 
certain place: temperatures, 

precipitation, etc.

Environment  

The surroundings or conditions that a 
living organism inhabits.

Industry 

Businesses or factories that 
convert raw materials into goods 

or that provide useful services. 

Fieldwork 
What evidence is there…? 
How many people…? 
What is the most popular…?


