
History Flight Path - Year 2

Subject: 
History

Unit: Changing Lives Year: 2 Term: 4 Key Vocabulary (max. 10) 
*indicates etymological link

Big Question: How have people of the past made our lives better? Past – something which 
has already happened 
  
*Chronological – time 
order 
  
*Explorer – a person 
who travels to find new 
things 
  

Event – something which 
happens 
  
Nurse – a person who 
works with medicine and 
can make people better 
  
Modern – how things are 
now 
us today 

National Curriculum objectives covered: 

The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international 
achievements. 
- Florence Nightingale 
- Christopher Columbus  

Key knowledge:  
I know that Christopher Columbus was a famous explorer. 
I know that Christopher Columbus discovered The Americas in 1492. 
I can describe the journey Christopher Columbus made. 
I know Christopher Columbus was alive over 600 years ago. 
I know Florence Nightingale was a famous nurse. 
I know that modern hospitals are clean because of Florence Nightingale’s work. 
I can explain that Florence Nightingale helped soldiers in the Crimean War. 
I know that Florence Nightingale was alive 1820-1910. 

Concepts: 

Legacy 
Monarchy 
Trade 

Key dates / chronological knowledge 
Christopher Columbus – 1492 discovered The Americas 
Florence Nightingale – 1820-1910  
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Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Lesson 4 Lesson 5 Lesson 6

LQ Who was 
Christopher 
Columbus? 

LQ What is the legacy 
of Christopher 
Columbus? 

LQ Who was Florence 
Nightingale? 

LQ What do I know 
about Florence 
Nightingale? 

LQ What is the legacy of 
Florence Nightingale? 

LQ Answer Big Question 
- How have people of 
the past made our lives 
better? 

I know that:

Christopher 
Columbus was an 
explorer. 
I know that he 
discovered The 
Americas. 
I know that he set sail 
from Spain in 1492 
with 3 ships. 

I know that Christopher 
Columbus travelled 
from Europe to 
America. 
I know that he brought 
back lots of gold. 
People live in America 
nowadays because he 
discovered it.

Florence Nightingale 
was a famous nurse. 
I know that she went to 
help the soldiers of the 
Crimean War and she 
became known as The 
Lady of the Lamp. 
I know she was 
awarded the Victoria 
Cross.

I know that Florence 
Nightingale cleaned 
hospitals, tended to 
patients’ wounds and 
helped them write 
letters home. 

That modern hospitals 
are clean because of 
Florence Nightingale. 

Christopher Columbus 
travelled from Spain in 
1492 and discovered The 
Americas. His discovery 
means that more people 
now live in America. 

I Can:

Sequence events of 
his story. 

Explain the events that 
happened as a result of 
his discovery. 

Learn about Florence 
Nightingale’s story 
through role play. 

Write about the life of 
Florence Nightingale. 

Explain the events that 
happened as a result of 
her ideas and care. 
  
Sort features of past and 
modern hospital 
conditions. 

Create a certificate 
celebrating the 
difference they made to 
lives. 
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