
History Flight Path - Year 1

Subject: 
History

Unit: The Great Fire 
of London

Year: 1 Term: 4 Key Vocabulary (max. 10) 
*indicates etymological link

Big Question: What did Samuel Pepys write about in his diary? Monarch - the king  or 
queen 
  
*Diary - where a person 
writes about their day. 
(Etymology ‘Dies’ (Dee - 
es) Latin for ‘Day’) 
  
*Diarist - a person who 
writes a diary. 
  
Quill - a feather used to 
write

Fire squirt - a water gun 
to put out fire. 
  
Bakery - a place where 
bread and cake is made. 
  
Ink - used with a quill for 
writing. 

National Curriculum objectives covered: 

Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally. 

Key knowledge:  
-   A long time ago there was a big fire in London. 
-   The monarch was Charles II. 
-   The fire started in a bakery on Pudding Lane. 
-   The fire lasted for four days. 
-   The fire stopped because people pulled down some buildings and the weather changed. 
-   Much of London was destroyed. 
-   We know about the Great of London because Samuel Pepys wrote about it in his diary. 

Concepts: 

Legacy 
Monarchy 

Key dates / chronological knowledge 
-       2nd September 1666. 
-       This was after Royal Mail was made public in 1635 (Y1/T2) 
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Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Lesson 4 Lesson 5 Lesson 6

LQ: How did the 
Great Fire of London 

start?

LQ: How do we know 
about the Great Fire of 

London?

LQ: What did people 
do during the fire?

LQ: Why did the fire 
spread?

LQ: How did the fire stop 
and what happened 

next?

LQ: What did Samuel 
Pepys write about in his 

diary?

I know that:

The fire started in a 
bakery on Pudding 
Lane. 
Ovens and buildings 
were different in 
1666. 

Samuel Pepys wrote 
about the Great Fire of 
London in his diary. 
Samuel Pepys is a 
diarist. 

People were very 
scared. 
People put their things 
into carts and boats. 
People buried their 
important things. 
Axes, leather buckers, 
hooks and water squirts 
were used to try and 
stop the fire. 

The fire spread because 
the houses were made 
of wood and they were 
close together. 
There was no fire 
brigade. 

The fire stopped 
because the weather 
changed. 
People helped to put it 
out. 
King Charles II wanted 
to rebuild London. 
He made a plan to stop 
another fire from 
happening. (Wider 
streets, brick houses) 

A long time ago there 
was a big fire in London. 
The monarch was 
Charles II. 
The fire started in a 
bakery on Pudding Lane. 
The fire lasted for four 
days. 
The fire stopped 
because people pulled 
down some buildings 
and the weather 
changed. 
Much of London was 
destroyed. 
We know about the 
Great of London because 
Samuel Pepys wrote 
about it in his diary.
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I Can:

Make a tudor-style 
bakery. 

Write with quill and ink. 

(Message to King 

Charles II - link to Me 

and You 

(communication) Y1/T2 

Act out how people 
behaved during the 
great fire. 
  
Work together (to put 
out ‘fire’) 

Talk about the Great 
Fire of London (video 
news report) 

Explain why it is safer 
today. (Brick houses, 
999) (Visit from Fire 
brigade) 

Write about the Great 
Fire of London. 
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