
History Flight Path - Year 1

Subject: 
History

Unit: Me and You 
(Communication - Past 
and Present)

Year: 1 Term: 2 Key Vocabulary (max. 10) 
*indicates etymological link

Big Question: How has the way humans communicate changed throughout history? Past - Things that have 
already happened. 
Present - Things that 
are happening now. 
History - Learning 
about the past.  
Invent – To make 
something new. 

Internet – Allows 
computers to 
communicate. 
*Telephone - Another 
word for phone. 
Sequence – To put in 
order.  
Communicate – To share 
information or ideas. 

National Curriculum objectives covered: 

Pupils should be taught about: 
  
Changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of 
change in national life. 

Key knowledge:  
-        The way humans communicate has changed throughout history (it was different in the past).  
-        Humans have invented new ways to communicate with each other.  
-        When my teacher was born, the internet did not exist. It had not been invented yet. 

Concepts: 
Legacy 

Key dates / chronological knowledge 
For many thousands of years – Human messengers/ evidence of carrier pigeons (in ancient artwork) 
1635 – Royal Mail made available to the public.  
1876 – First telephone invented (landline) 
1973 - First call on a mobile phone (Sold in shops from 1984) 
1989 – Sir Tim Berners-Lee invented the World Wide Web (released into the public domain in 1993)
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Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Lesson 4 Lesson 5 Lesson 6

Human messengers 
and carrier pigeons. 

  
LQ: How did humans 
send messages long, 

long ago? 

Writing letters and the 
Royal Mail (1635) 

  
LQ: How did the Royal 
Mail change the way 

people communicate? 

The first telephone 
(1876) 

  
LQ: How did 

telephones change the 
way people 

communicate?  

The first call on a 
mobile phone (1973) 

Mobile phones 
available in shops 

(1984) 
  

LQ How did mobile 
phones change the way 
people communicate?

Sir Tim Berners-Lee 
invented the World 
Wide Web (1989) 

  
LQ How did The Internet 
change the way people 

communicate? 

The Big Question! 
How has the way humans 
communicate changed 

throughout history? 

I know that:
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History means 
learning about the 
past.  
  
Long, long ago, 
humans learnt to 
communicate by 
talking to each other.    
  
A ‘human messenger’ 
was a person who 
took messages from 
one person to 
another. They would 
often run, or go on a 
horse.  
  
Many years later, 
humans learnt to 
write. Messages were 
written down and 
taken from one 
person to another.  
  
Sometimes they used 
pigeons to deliver 
these notes. Carrier 
pigeons are still used 
today. 

People have been 
sending letters by post 
for over 500 years ago.  
  
The Royal Mail service 
was first made 
available to the public 
by King Charles I 
on 1635. 
  
Royal Mail deliver 
written messages and 
parcels from one 
person to another 
person.  
  
The Royal Mail still 
exists today.  

Alexander Graham Bell 
was an inventor. He is 
famous for creating one 
of the world’s most 
important 
communication devices
—the telephone.  
  
The first telephone was 
invented in 1876, 
almost 150 years ago. 
  
People still use landline 
telephones.  

The first call on a mobile 
phone was made in 
1973.  
  
In 1984, the first mobile 
phones were sold in 
shops. They were 
expensive and very big 
(you had to carry them 
in a suitcase!) 
  
People still use mobile 
phones. They are now 
smaller and cheaper.  

The Internet connects 
computers – It allows 
people to use 
computers to 
communicate.  
  
The Internet is one of 
the greatest inventions 
of the past 100 years.  
  
In 1989, Sir Tim Berners-
Lee invented the World 
Wide Web. This is an 
online library of 
websites where you can 
read, learn, play games, 
watch videos and 
communicate with other 
people.  

The way humans 
communicate has 
changed throughout 
history (it was different in 
the past). 
  
Humans have invented 
new ways to 
communicate with each 
other.  
  
When my teacher was 
born, the Internet did 
not exist. It had not been 
invented yet. 
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I Can:

Demonstrate how 
human messengers 
take a message from 
one person to 
another.     
  
Talk about animals 
that were used to 
deliver messages.  

Say how the royal mail 
allows people to 
communicate.  
  
Write a letter and post 
it to my house. I know 
the Royal Mail will 
deliver it.  

Say why there are 
numbers on a 
telephone.  
  
Say how telephones 
allow people to 
communicate.  
  
I know that the first 
phones were plugged 
into a wall.  

Compare landline 
phones and mobile 
phones – Talking about 
the similarities and 
differences.  
  
Say how mobile phones 
changed the way 
humans communicate.  

Talk about ways people 
use the world wide web. 
  
Name different devices 
used to access the 
World Wide Web 
(computers, laptops, 
tablets and phones).  
  
Say how the Internet 
changed the ways 
humans communicate.  

Sequence events in 
chronological order.  
-        Messages sent via 

human messenger. 
-        Royal mail 

invented. 
-        Telephone 

invented. 
-        Mobile Phone 

invented. 
-        World Wide Web 

invented. 
Use my timeline to talk 
to an adult about how 
human communication 
has changed. 
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